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The Bluegrass Star
A Publication of the Bluegrass Stars Section

Mercedes-Benz Club of America

Summer 2013

KEENELAND CONCOURS D’ ELEGANCE, JULY 20th! Some FREE tickets available!

Editor’s Message
I’m sorry that I haven’t been able to publish a newsletter recently, due to some some 
personal time constraints. Nonetheless, I hope that the postcards have reached 
you - apparently they did, because our recent events, the Tech Session and the 
lunch at Mike Linnig’s Restaurant were fairly well attended. We hope that more 
people will come out to the Keeneland Concours this July - if luck holds out and 
this summer’s trend continues, it should be cooler (but hopefully not wetter) that 
day than in previous years.

To recap the last 6 months, we had a great dinner and turnout at the holidays; 
In April, we had a great tech session at AWR Imports (our first), hosted by Art 
Rupe. We also recognized the Science Fair award winners at AWR Imports.  James 
Motor Company had a table and virtually everyone walked away with excellent 
Mercedes “goodies” courtesy of James. In June, we had a great day and mini-car 
show at Mike Linnig’s restaraunt in Louisville. Not being a native, I was surprised 
at how many Louisville residents didn’t know that this area of Louisville near the 
Ohio River even existed, never mind, the nice restaraunt and grounds themselves 
(special thanks to Lynn Arnold for getting this outing together). I think that we 
will be back next year.  Weather was great for all events. I hope our luck holds out!
Steve

Welcome
We welcome new members to the Bluegrass Stars Section of the Mercedes-Benz 
Club of America. We are happy to have you join our club. The success of our club 
depends on the participation of all members in our scheduled activities. Your 
comments on how we can improve or add more interesting events to our activity 
schedule are very important. Please email your comments/suggestions to any of 
the club officers.

Upcoming Event
Our next event this month, Saturday, 
July 20th, will be the Keeneland 
Concours in Lexington. The Mustang 
is the featured marque. Admission 
is $20, but pre-registration at the 
website (http://www.keenelandcon-
cours.com) is only $15.00. We are 
fortunate to have been given 15 
free MBCA member passes for 
Keeneland admission and a lunch 
at the Wells Fargo Advisors tent, 
courtesy of Wells Fargo Advisors. 
Please contact Larry Gettleman at 
(502) 634-1461 or email gettleman@
louisville.edu to reserve one. First 
come, first served. We hope to have 
a good turnout from Louisville in 
this summer of decent gas prices 
and temperatures, and also from 
nearby little-seen Lexingtonians. 
The concours is from 9AM to 4PM, 
but arriving earlier beats the crowds 
and the heat (if any!).



2

Tech Session at AWR Imports, April 2013
Photo Credits: Seth Burr

AWR Imports

The James Motor Goodie Table

Kevin Jacob, 11th Grade, “Absorbative Removal of Sulfur 
from Gasoline”, Dupont Manual HS

Matthew Maser, 7th Grade, “Texting and Driving”,  
St. Patrick Catholic School

Art and Larry

Art Rupe comparing parts quality between OEM and 
aftermarket
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Welding: My Experience (Or Lack Thereof)
Steve Loboyko
There was an article by Bruce Adams in the March-April 
The Star magazine concerning welding as an important skill 
for the do-it-yourselfer.  I enjoyed this article, and agreed 
with the the vast majority of it. Here are some additions and 
amplifications to the article that came to mind. I may use 
some “jargon” here, so reading The Star article first may be 
helpful.
Firstly, your goals need to be reasonable given the ameteur 
skill level that you will have for some time as a hobbist. It is 
ironic, that sheet metal welding is actually among the most 
difficult of welding jobs to do well, but it is one of the first 
things that comes to mind in ameteur auto repair. However, 
it is low-risk to the project or your safety, and it is within 
the capabilities of almost any small welding equipment.  You 
should not think that you are going to be doing structural 
repair to thick steel a week after buying an outfit - no matter 
how much time you spend on it that week! Consider where 
you will be welding - a brick/concrete walled area is desir-
able - absolutely free of anything flammable - is desirable. If 
you intend to weld in a garage, check local codes and your 
insurance first, and then take extra precautions (see below).
The welder that you buy is crucial. I agree that a MIG is 
probably the best for a beginner like me. Someday, I want 
to learn how to TIG weld aluminum, but that is going to 
be about 2000 dollars and some thousands of feet of weld-
ing from now! The “cheapie” arc welder and flux welders are 
not IMO, worth buying - unless you plan on doing outdoor 
repairs. Beware of “convertible” flux welders - the parts may 
or may not be easy to obtain to convert them, and the result-
ing outfit might be more expensive and of lesser quality than 
a pure MIG unit.
You are not going to do “big work” without  a 120/240  or 
240 volt welder and available 240 volt power. However, a 
good 120 volt unit is generally capable of welding 1/4” steel 
and can do sheet metal very well.
Bargains can be had on Craigslist or locally. Don’t bother 
looking for used equipement on eBay unless it is local 
because private party shipping is prohibitively expensive. 
I bought a used Miller outfit that is of 80’s-90’s vintage, 
with oversize tank, cart, and auto-darkening mask at a very 
good price, because the owner could now TIG weld and 
rarely MIG welded, so he was selling the MIG unit. I got a 
good deal. Others on boards that I hang around report that 
“nearly new” outfits can be found used locally to them, being 
sold by people who are trading up, or who tried their hand 
at welding and didn’t have the time or skill for it. Beware 
of used “no-name”, foreign brands, because their parts 
availability is suspect no matter how good the warranty is.  
Miller, Lincoln, and so on sell to industry, and the lifecycle 
of industrial equipment is measured in decades. I know that 
Miller supports equipment that they made over 30 years 

ago. However, Look out for consumer-grade, cost-reduced 
versions of industrial equipment made by the well-known 
names. Industrial equipment will command a good resale 
value should you decide to get out of or trade up on welding.
Make certain that you have an accessible source of argon/
CO2 gas. Don’t assume that if you get a  tank, new or used, 
that the supplier will be able to use it. Some won’t touch 
them for liability reasons, they will only rent you their tank,  
possibly a substantial deposit. In any event, tanks need to be 
tested regularly, and if your tank is expired, it will have to 
be retested and stamped, which can be expensive. It might 
be best to rent.
Budget for accessories, which can add up to the cost of the 
welder or even more if you don’t already have them. For 
starters, I’d have a grinder (you will do a LOT of grind-
ing in the beginning), welding pliers, real welding gloves 
and a mask. In my opinion, and auto-dimming mask is a 
requirement for a beginner. If you plan on doing sheet metal 
work, a good set of shears capable of auto sheet metal gauges 
are needed; if you do lap welding (easier for a beginner), a 
crimper, manual or automated (pneumatic) will be needed. 
So will “Clecos”...very useful pins from the aviation industry 
used to hold two sheets of metal while riveting or welding. 
I tend to go overboard on safety. I have found that grind-
ers are actually MORE dangerous than welders in terms of 
sparking and flying hot metal, especially after a near-miss 
with an iron particle near my field of vision(!) that caused 
great pain to my eye as well as my wallet. Do not scrimp on a 
FULL-WRAP set of safety glasses and full, Lexan face mask 
when grinding.  I have a welding jacket, an industrial-sized 
fire extinguisher, and various welding blankets, treated can-
vas and fiberglass. Note that fiberglass blankets, although 
less expensive, is “itchy”, and can leave strands around 
where you may later be painting, which will be difficult to 
entirely eliminate.  Some people may be allergic to them.   
Blankets are good for covering the horizontal surfaces of 
your car - and, beware, never grind or weld anywhere near 
a car with the windshield uncovered. The hot particles will 
embed into it and pockmark it! I did not learn this “the hard 
way”, but I know someone who did on a nearly-irreplaceable 
windshield. The damage was not visible until he took the car 
out of the shop!
I weld in a garage devoid of any cloth or liquid flammable 
material; I have a fire bucket (with wet rags) and an extin-
guisher at the ready. Prepare to fire watch for at least an hour 
after welding - there have been situations where a hot spark 
rolled down and smoldered near floor/wall moulding and 
caught fire hours later. In any event, if you do rust repair on 
your car, igniting the undercoating is virtually a certainty 
- and you manage these events by extinguishing promptly 
with a damp cloth you have at the ready.
There are many good videos on YouTube and other places 
on the Internet for MIG training. However, there is simply 
NO substitute for practice. You can acquire “practice” sheet 
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metal at a body shop for about the price they they will get at a junkyard - and 
then, you can sell it at the junkyard yourself!
I put a lot of money, time, and effort into acquiring the tools and the knowledge 
to do the simple welding I’ve done so far. Was it worth it? I think so. For the first 
time in my life, I repaired rust areas on my car the right way, instead of wast-
ing my time doing “body filler sculpture”. Having a professional  do this would 
probably have cost more than the car was worth.  I NEVER have to worry about 
those rust areas again. I also saved several hundred dollars in building my trans-
mission stand and copies of W107/Mercedes tools, some of which have been dis-
continued.  I don’t think that I will make a career out of welding but it is another 
skill that I can put into my portfolio of things that I can do with great mediocrity!
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The Trading Post: Cars, Parts, and Accessories
If you have a Mercedes-Benz or significant M-B part that you would like to buy, 
sell, or trade, just submit your ad to the Editor, The Bluegrass Star. All ads must 
follow the submission rules and the suggested format as found in the back of  
The Star magazine. They will be listed at no charge to a section member; no com-
mercial ads will be accepted without prior arrangement for payment. Your ad 
will appear in the next issue of The Bluegrass Star.

For Sale
• Four wheels, 8x16in, with tires; fits the 2000 S500 Mercedes; $125each.
• Four door pull closer handles: fits the 2000 S500 Mercedes; $50 each.
• Grille, fits the 2000 S500 Mercedes; $225.
• W220 Tail lamp assembly,fits the 2000 S500 Mercedes; $125.
• Cup holder, center armrest (leather), fits the 2000 S500 Mercedes; $150.
• Four-piece air vent for dash of 2000 S500 Mercedes; $225. 
Contact Nat Williams (see Section Officers)

• Four 14” Bundt alloy wheels, nearly new, $25 each (price lowered).
• Half-shafts for rear suspension R107, W115, W123 & others, used, $100 each 

(price lowered). 
Contact Larry Gettleman for details.

Discounted Parts
The following dealerships and shops have agreed to reduce by ten percent (10%) 
the total price of parts purchased by a Mercedes-Benz Club member with a cur-
rent MBCA membership card. Restrictions apply; call for details.

TAFEL MOTORS
4156 Shelbyville Road 
Louisville, KY 40207  
(502) 896-4411

AUTOBAHN 
MOTORS LLC
1403 Hugh Ave
Louisville, KY 40213
(502) 473-7858, See Don

JAMES MOTOR 
COMPANY
2440 Richmond Road
Lexington, KY 40502-1301
(859) 268-1150

UPDATE: Your Editor received a phone call and email from Brett Denver, GM 
of  Mercedes-Benz of Bowling Green, to introduce himeself and to remind our 
Western Kentucky members that they will do “what it takes” to take care of 
Bluegrass Star members - just show them your MBCA membership card.  Perhaps 
we will take a road trip out there - they offered to host us!


